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An Analytical Study of New Sabaean Inscriptions from Mahram Bilqis

Sl e (S5 e

Abstract :This study examines a set of
Sabaean inscriptions discovered in ancient
Yemen through a linguistic and historical
reading aimed at uncovering their textual and
contextual significance. The first inscription
presents a military—votive text documenting
the victories of an individual named Wahb
’Awam and his brother from the tribe of
Awsaf. It provides detailed accounts of
military campaigns across several cities,
including references to spoils and captives,
while highlighting the role of the deity
IImuqah in granting victory and protection
within a discourse that combines religious
expression with affirmation of loyalty to royal
authority. The second inscription is an
independent offered by
individuals from the tribe of Khabshan. Its

votive  text
significance lies in being among the earliest
explicit attestations of this tribal designation
in Sabaean inscriptions, in addition to
reflecting religious and social dimensions
related to the seeking of divine protection
and blessing. The third inscription takes the
form of a brief funerary text (a tombstone)
dedicated to a person named Hudam from
the tribe of Shaqran. It is employed for the

linguistic and morphological analysis of
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personal names, linking them to their Arabic el O3 ‘fbt dos e aialy) 3gemal) ol
roots and cultural connotations. The fourth

inscription is a concise votive text recording @b} ji U’""L@’M Bk Gl B3L2) Dlclane Lﬁi
the dedication of two statues to the deity g3 o aly ) eSS ole axgs PANENY
Ilmuqah, lord of the temple of Awam, . . . s
without providing additional information e L}}‘ O kol o2l Bl )
regarding the identity of the dedicators or the IRV PRN Geonll J;'-\.X:J\ Sy sl
motives behind the offering. Overall, the Cg‘:-LE-“ @”ﬂj‘ @;é.\ 3 AelanYly deldls
study reveals the diversity of textual functions i .

in Sabaean inscriptions—ranging from W sl Gds 3 el Lad il oddy
military and votive to funerary contexts— . L};,)\.:_S\j sl Ll (3 Ly 5,00 (}’\.ctj
and highlights the profound interconnection

between religious, political, and social

dimensions in ancient Yemeni society. It also

underscores the value of these inscriptions in

documenting rare tribal names and personal

names, and in analyzing them within their

linguistic and historical contexts.

Keywords: Sabaean inscriptions; funerary ‘L«Sjjt"f Bl (At uzﬁj" :1,?\:.&\ ng‘
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